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The Collision of Tradition and Contemporaneity

—Interview with Museo nazionale delle arti del XXI secolo’s Artistic Director Hou Hanru
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Abstract: MAXXI is the first national museum dedicated to contemporary
creativity in Italy, which was founded by the foundation created by the Italian
ministry of cultural heritage. It is located in Rome’s Flaminio quarter on the site
of a disused army barracks. Conceived as a large campus for culture, MAXXI,
designed by Zaha Hadid, winner of an international tender, is a great architectural
work featuring innovative and spectacular forms. The initiative of founding the
museum is building a museum facing the future to activate Roma with numerous
historic sites. Hou Hanru, the artistic director of the museum, who is an excellent
curator and critic, introduces MAXXI from his perspective in this article.
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